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Summer Peer Group Meetings Near and Far 

From left: Gordon Millar, Mark Watchman, 
Josh Lawrence, Mike Brooks, Grant Ander-
son, Andrew Miller, and Jeremy Jack.  

     Traveling to the Royal Slope of 
the Columbia Valley is a long way 
from the delta, in more than just 
distance. The rich delta culture of 
the flatland rice and cotton fields is 
very different from the mountains 
in the background of Royal City, 
Washington. The beautiful area of 
the valley is breathtaking. This ar-
ea was originally a desert that now 
takes water from the Columbia riv-
er and diverts it through a system  

of channels in the valley and 
then returns it back to the river 
downstream. An unbelievable 
task today, much less when it 
was built -a tribute to American 
ingenuity of the past generation. 
     Josh Lawrence grows apples, 
cherries, wine grapes, wheat, 
and timothy. The Lawrence 
Team does not stop at growing 
these products. The apples they 
grow are then put into an on 
farm controlled atmosphere stor-
age facility and then shipped to 
an apple packaging facility in 
which they share ownership. The 
wine grapes are crushed and 
used to create Gard wine. The 
name, Gard, means ñfarmò in 
Scandinavia, which is where 
Joshôs family originates. The 
wine that is produced is shipped 
to vendors across the United 
States.  You can access their 
wine lineup and order it online at 
www.gardvintners.com. 
 

Newport, Arkansas 

From left: Melissa Gerber, Julie Block,  
Stephanie Halcomb, Sara Rabel, Jennifer 
James, Stacie Koger, Kasey Bamberger, and 
Kassi Rowland. 

In many ways the Arkansas delta 
is similar to our area around Bel-
zoni, Mississippi.  Long stretches 
of flat land close to the Mississippi 
river makes the area attractive for 
growing crops such as rice, soy-
beans and corn.   
     Jennifer James is primarily a 
rice, corn and soybean farmer, 
and she has also tapped into a 
specialty soybean market by pro-
ducing natto soybeans ï a variety 
of soybeans with the biggest con-
sumer being the Japanese food 
market.  Jennifer meets directly 
with Japanese consumers once 
per year to promote her natto 
beans, and at her home operation, 
she oversees the planting, har-
vesting, cleaning and exporting of 
the natto beans to Japan.  Jen-
nifer is a large producer of rice as 
well.  During the peer group meet-
ing, the group toured the Jonesbo-
ro Riceland Foods rice mill which 
is close to Jenniferôs operation. 
Riceland is the worldôs largest mil-
ler and marketer of rice. Its Jones-
boro facility is the largest mill in 
the world.  After the tour of the 
facility, Stacieôs peer group met 
with Riceland Foods CEO, Danny 
Kennedy, to discuss the future of 
the coop, agriculture and women 
in agriculture. 
     Peer groups continue to be one 
of the greatest investments of our 
time outside of our day-to-day re-
sponsibilities.  The time each year 
we have spent with these individu-
als has helped us grow both per-
sonally and professionally. 

     Stacie stayed closer to home 
visiting Jennifer James farming 
operation in Newport, Arkansas.   

June 2017 Wheat Harvest 

    Two times per year, Jeremy, 
Stacie and Elizabeth meet with 
their peer groups made up of sev-
eral farmers from across the coun-
try.  During the summer meeting, 
both peer groups chose a mem-
berôs farm to visit, and this year, 
we went near and far. Jeremy 
traveled to the Columbia Valley of 
Washington State to visit Josh 
Lawrenceôs diversified fruit and 
row crop operation. Stacie drove 
up the road to northeast Arkansas 
to visit Jennifer James rice, corn, 
and soybean operation.   
 

Columbia Valley      


